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IELTS Summary
IELTS Listening skills
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Getting ready to listen

1 Understanding the context
2 Using the correct spelling
3 Writing numbers

Following a conversation
1 Identifying the speakers
2 Identifying function

3 Understanding categories

Recognising paraphrase
1 Identifying distractors
2 Recognising paraphrase
3 Selecting from a list

Places and directions
1 Describing a place

2 Following directions
3 Labelling a map

Listening for actions and processes
1 Understanding mechanical parts

2 Describing an action or process

3 Describing a process

Attitude and opinion

1 Identifying attitudes and opinions
2 Persuading and suggesting

3 Reaching a decision

Following a lecture or talk

1 Identifying main ideas

2 Understanding how ideas are connected
3 Understanding an explanation

Contrasting ideas

1 Signposting words

2 Comparing and contrasting ideas
3 Using notes to follow a talk
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IELTS Reading skills

1 Reading strategies
1 Using the features of a Reading
passage
2 Skimming a passage and speed reading
3 Global understanding

2 Descriptive passages
1 Scanning for detail
2 Using words from the passage
3 Notes/flow-chart/diagram completion

3 Understanding the main ideas
1 Identifying the main idea
2 Understanding the main points
3 Identifying information in a passage

4 Locating and matching information
1 Identifying types of information
2 Locating and matching information
3 How ideas are connected

5 Discursive passages
1 Discursive passages
2 Identifying theories and opinions
3 Matching features

6 Multiple-choice questions
1 Understanding longer pieces of text
2 Different types of multiple choice
3 Identifying a writer’s purpose

7 Opinions and attitudes
1 Argumentative texts
2 Identifying the writer’s views/claims
3 Identifying grammatical features

8 General Training Reading
1 The General Training Reading paper
2 Dealing with multiple texts
3 Understanding work-related texts
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IELTS Summary

Section | Reading texts

1 two or three short texts or several shorter ones (e.g. advertisements)
2 two texts related to the workplace (e.g. information for staff)
3 one long discursive text

The General Training Reading paper has a total of 40 questions.
Section 1has 14 items. Sections 2 and 3 each have 13.

Task type

What do | have to do?

1

multiple choice

® Choose one answer from alternatives A-D.

Choose two answers from alternatives A-E.
®* Choose three answers from alternatives A-G.

2

identifying information

(T/F/NG)

Say whether a statement is True/False or Not Given in the
text.

identifying the writer's
views/claims (Y/N/NG)

Say whether a statement agrees with claims or views in a
text (Yes), disagrees with the views/claims in the text (No) or
whether there is no information on this in the text (Not Given).

matching information

Match the information in the question to the correct
paragraph in the text.

matching headings

Match a heading from a list of possible answers to the correct
paragraph or section of the text.

matching features

Match a list of statements to a list of possible answers in a
box (e.g. specific people or theories or dates).

matching sentence
endings

Complete a sentence by choosing a suitable ending from a
box of possible answers.

sentence completion

Complete a sentence with a suitable word or words from the
text within the word limit given.

notes/summary/table/
flow-chart completion

Complete notes/a summary/table/flow-chart with a suitable
word (or words) from the text within the word limit given.

10 labelling a diagram Label a diagram with a suitable word (or words) from the text
or by choosing from a box of possible answers.

11 short-answer questions Answer questions using words from the text in the word limit
given.

12 multiple matching Match the information in the question to the correct short

text or advertisement.

Assessment: each question is worth one mark.

1
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2 Following a conversation

In this unit you will practise:

e identifying the speakers ¢ matching items
e identifying function e completing notes
e understanding categories e completing atable

Test Tip Ih the
IELTS Listening paper,
Sections 1 and 3 are

1 Identifying the speakers

For Sections 1and 3, each speaker will have a different voice to help you conversations between
tell them apart (e.g. male/female; younger/older). Both speakers will talk two or three people.
equally, and you will hear answers from both speakers. Sections 2 and 4 are

monologues with only
one main speaker.
Sometimes, you may

e hear another speaker
1.1 | P> 8]You will hear three short extracts from Listening Section 1 introducing the talk or

Listen and identify what makes each speaker different, and what asking questions.
information they want to find out. ——

For Section 1, there is normally one person who has to find out
information from the other.

people description information wanted

1 travel agent olcter female The customer would like
information about ...

customer
2 hotel receptionist The receptionist needs to
find out the guest's ...
guest
3 interviewer The applicant would like

to know about ...

job applicant

e &

, Study Tip You will hear native speaker accents from several English-
speaking countries in the test. These may include British, American,
Canadian, Australian and New Zealand accents. Search online for
non-commercial national radio stations in these countries, and try
to listen to a variety of them. National stations often have talk or current
affairs programmes that can help you practise for IELTS.

S —r— B e e e e S
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Listening skills

1.2 I> 9] You need to listen to both speakers carefully. Listen to
the rest of the conversations from 11 and answer the questions
below. Ignore the final column for now.

1 | NOTES: travel agent
* No need to book the 1 from the airport | customer
® the customer wants me to organise 2 travel agent
customer
2 1 How many nights will the man stay? hotel receptionist
A one night guest
B two nights
C three nights
2 Which of the following B on the 10th floor? hotel receptionist
A the gym guest
B the business centre
C the restaurant
3 | 1 Which country has the applicant worked in most? interviewer
job applicant
2 What department would the applicant like to work in? interviewer

job applicant

1.3 Listen again and look at the final column in the table. Circle the
person who provided the answer. Sometimes both are possible.

2 ldentifying function

Each speaker has a specific purpose in mind when they talk. We say their
language has a function. We use different language for different functions.

2.1 | 10) Listen to seven short extracts from different conversations.
Complete extracts 1-7.

| getting her a new bike?

2 . We arrive on 22nd July.

3 That sounds great.

4 I'd enjoy that one.
5

You said you'd prefer o have the party outside,
?

6 , it's just gone up o $250.

7 ) accommodation?
Where would you like to stay?



B decide on the music
C sort out the invitations

Listening Section 3
3 What aspect of pollution do the students decide to concentrate on?
A water pollution

B air pollution
C industrial pollution

a Yarl P | a1 . 1 J Rl L}
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6 Attitude and o,pinion
In this unit you will practise:
» identifying attitudes and opinions  « multiple choice
« persuading and suggesting * matching items

» reaching a decision

1 Identifying attitudes and opinions

fn Listening Sections 1 and 3, the speakers are often trying to make a
decision or reach an agreement. Identifying the speakers' opinions can
help you to answer the questions correctly.

1.1 | 23] Listen to eight extracts. What does each speaker show?

a strong agreement
b neither complete agreement nor complete disagreement
¢ complete disagreement

1.2 Listen again and complete the extracts.
I Well, 1
[ think that's a
Well, I'm about that.
[ think you're
Hmm, that's a bit
I think that's :

That seems tome.

0 N O A W DN

[ have to admit I don't like the

1.3 Listening Sections 3 and 4, you. may be asked to identify a
speaker's attitude. Match words 1-7 with synonyms a-g.

I worri.ed a dubious

2 enthusiastic b hesitant

3 afraid C annoyed
4 confused d concerned
5 irritated e scared

6 reluctant f puzzled

7 doubtful g eager
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3 If the company’s workplace health and safety representative
is not present

A the inspection must be postponed.

B the inspector may issue a complaint to management.

C the inspector might simply collect the information
they need.

D the inspector may partially inspect the premises and
return later
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You can use any of the letters more than once.

1 some unexpected benefits of banning outdoor advertising

2 the deadline businesses were given to clear away their
advertising material

the public’s reaction to the new proposal

advertising techniques that emerged as a result of the ban

an action carried out to try to stop the law being passed
examples showing the wide range of advertising material that

NVIREOSRINE FORWREOPERIE |
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make something new again:

make something modern:

take something away and put something else in its place:
make something better:

make something smaller:

build several buildings in an area where there was nothing:

P P
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Yours Sincerely,

However, I would like to ask you about the party?
Please dont take a taxi, just wait for me.

Im available every Monday and Tuesday and every other
weekend.

Dear Sir:
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working hours than by the thought of earning money / wages.
Sadly, not all employers / employees receive sick pay and holiday pay.
A great deal of advertising / advertisement is now done as we surf
the internet.
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introduce a contrasting idea

add a supporting idea

show you are giving an example

show you are giving a personal opinion

explain the result of an action or situation
introduce a summary of the ideas in the answer

@ =0 Q6

Write the plan the candidate might have used before beginning
to write.
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144

tamily or your iriends? Why?
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Minimum age:

Web address:
Don’t:

Length of story:

Last entry date:

approximately 1

Story must include: a 2

3.

(- . J—

www. 5 .com

< O the story to the organisers

Questions 7-10

Complete the sentences below.

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS for each answer.




Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

Sea Life Centre — information
11  What was the Sea Life Centre previously called? ...

12 What is the newest attraction called?

13 When is the main feeding time?

vviial uues LI yuilue Say dvout eacl! aurdaclvurl £

Choose THREE answers from the box and write the correct letter, A—E, next
to Questions 18-20.

A Agquarium
B Crocodile Cave

C Penguin Park



Which TWO subjects did Martina like best before going to university?

A Art B English C French
D History E Science

Questions 23-26
Complete the summary below.

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS for each answer.

George’s experience of university

George is studying Mechanical Engineering which involves several disciplines. He is finding

23 .. the most difficult. At the moment, his course ismainly 24 ...
He will soon have an assignment which involves a study of 25 ... . He thinks there
aretoomany 26 ... and would like less of them.

Questions 27-30

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.
27 Martina thinks the students at her university are

A sociable.
B intelligent.
C energetic.

28 George hopes that his tutor will help him
A lose his shyness.
B settle into university.

-



Preparing and Giving a Presentation

Initial thoughts
Most important consideration: your audience
Three points to bear in mind:
- what they need to know
ol 705 [y [ they will be

- how big the audience will be

Structure
Start with information that makes the audience 32 ...,
End with 33 ..o

Design
The presentation needstobe 34 ...

Vary content by using a mix of words and 35 ...

Presenting

Look at the audience, be enthusiastic and energetic

Voice — vary speed and 36 ...

Occasionally add 37 ... for greater impact

e ple (Y10 F - T ——— (e.g. appears, seems)

Questions and Interruptions

When asked a question, first of all you should 39 ...

Minimise interruptions by 40 ... them
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31 Scientists have concluded that we try to take in as much detail as possible from
our surroundings.

Questions 32—-36
Complete the table below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the text for each answer.

LIS, £vvir nipacvt vi viialiyec wuiryiatly 290
blindness on
35 by
eyewitnesses




WWW.IELTSPOP.COM










WWW.IELTSPOP.COM










WWW.IELTSPOP.COM










WWW.IELTSPOP.COM



















Test 3

READING PASSAGE 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27-40, which are based on Reading
Passage 3 below.
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Questions 18-21
Complete the sentences below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 18-21 on your answer sheet.
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Reading
Questions 22—-26

Look at the following researchers (Questions 22—26) and the list of statements below.

Match each researcher with the correct statement, A-H.

List of Findings

A  The use of automation might impact on the development of particular animal and
plant species.

B We need to consider the effect on employment that increased automation will
have.
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B check for written accuracy
C add his own views

25 What do the tutor and James agree was wrong with James’ last presentation?

A It was too short.
B It focused too much on statistics.
C There was not enough interaction with the audience.
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values

software programs

History of Furniture Rossi

The product 26 ... led to a wider customer base.

raatar riictamar Adamand maant Aathar 27 winrAa nAandAAA




Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer.

Rock art
Why rock art is important to researchers
It provides evidence about

¢ evolution
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Test 5

Questions 31-35

Look at the following opinions (Questions 31-35) and the list of people below.

Match each opinion with the correct person, A, B, C or D.

Write the correct letter, A, B, C or D, in boxes 31-35 on your answer sheet.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

31
32
33
34
35

The ISS should be available for business-related ventures.

There is general ignorance about what kinds of projects are possible on the ISS.
The process of getting accepted projects onto the ISS should be speeded up.
Some achievements of the ISS are underrated.

To properly assess new space technology, there has to be an absence of gravity.

List of people

A Laurence Young

B Authors of the US National Academy of Sciences report
C Mark Uhran

lammmAa MICecAanmAa~a~aAan
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Presentation on the problems and potential of biofuels
21 Mike suggests they begin their presentation by

A explaining what kind of harm is caused by fossil fuels.
B pointing out that biofuels were in use before fossil fuels.
C ensuring students know the difference between fossil fuels and biofuels.

22 Karina doesn’t want to discuss the production of ethanol because
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HHEesL eurekd IMTOITents.

Glossary

Eureka: In ancient Greek, the meaning was ‘| have found!'.
Now it can be used when people suddenly find the solution to a
difficult problem and want to celebrate.
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Notes on specific sections of marketing report

Executive summary
e Give a brief overview including the 27 ...
Problems

e Link each problem to a 28 which explains it
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7

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

The Hidden Histories of Exploration exhibition aims to show the wide range
of people involved in expeditions.

The common belief about how Park and Livingstone travelled is accurate.

The RGS has organised a number of exhibitions since it was founded.

Some of the records in the RGS archives are more useful than others.

Materials owned by the RGS can be used in ways that were not originally intended.

In their publications, European explorers often describe their dependence on
their helpers.

Local helpers refused to accompany William Smyth during parts of his journey.

Questions 8-13

Reading Passage 1 has seven paragraphs, A-G.

Which paragraph contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A—G, in boxes 8—13 on your answer sheet.

8
9
10
1
12
13

reference to the distances that some non-European helpers travelled
description of a wide range of different types of documents

belief about the effect of an exhibition on people seeing it

examples of risks explorers might have been unaware of without local help
reference to various approaches to assessing data from local helpers

reference to people whose long-term occupation was to organise local assistance
for European explorers
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In several cases, scientists can see how complex carnivorous plants evolved from
simpler ones. Venus flytraps, for example, share an ancestor with Portuguese
sundews, which only catch prey passively, via ‘flypaper’ glands on their stems.
They share a more recent ancestor with Drosera sundews, which can also curl
their leaves over their prey. Venus flytraps appear to have evolved an even more
elaborate version of this kind of trap, complete with jaw-like leaves.

Unfortunately, the adaptations that enable carnivorous plants to thrive in marginal
habitats also make them exquisitely sensitive. Agricultural run-off and pollution
from power plants are adding extra nitrogen to many bogs in North America.

- R e i~ MRS Bt St S e e T R T R

environment. Good news, perhaps, for flles But a Ioss for all who, like Darwin,
delight in the sheer inventiveness of evolution.
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READING PASSAGE 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27-40, which are based on Reading

Passage 3 on the following pages.

A shift in our fact-finding habits

How to be popular

More personal information beihg known
The origins of online social networks

The link between knowledge and influence

Information that could change how you live

Reading
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— (account for) some people not wanting to help other people
— (agree/disagree) governments have a responsibility to help people
— (consider) whether some people deserve help more than others
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a building that has changed its function several times
furniture of the same kind that was used when the building was new
being open for tours on certain days of the week

a special event to mark an anniversary
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General Training Reading and Writing Test

Questions 35-40
Complete the notes below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.
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Tuesday afternoons: singing
* Thehomehasa2.... and someone to play it

Thursday mornings: growing 3.

* The home doesn'thave many 4 ... for gardening
Once a month: meeting for volunteers and staff
Interview

* Goinonb5 ... , any time

* Interview with assistant called 6 .

e Address of home: 73 7 oo Road

‘Open house’ days

* Agreedtohelpon®8.......

¢ Will show visitors whereto 9 ...




Study area

g :
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How do people celebrate New Year in your culture? [Why?]

Which festival did you enjoy celebrating most when you were a child? [Why?]

Which festival in another country would you like to go to? [Why?]

PART 2
Candidate task card:

Describe a shopping centre/mall that you have visited or
that you know about.

You should say:
where the shopping centre/mall is
how people travel to the shopping centre/mali
what kinds of shops it has
and explain whether you think it is a good place to
go shopping.

You will have to talk about the
topic for one to two minutes.

You have one minute to think
about what you are going to
say.

You can make some notes to
help you if you wish.



319
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12 During a first jump, an instructor will open the student’s parachute.
13 Instructors usually film the first jumps that the students make.

14 Students will be divided into age groups when taking the course.
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Write your answers in boxes 15-20 on your answer sheet.

15

16

17

18

19

20

It is a mistake to specify your in past positions.

Do not include a description of your ..., in life.

Include soft skills such as an ability to successfully.

Think hard about the position so you can ensure that the information in your

application is ... .

Make the ... between your abilities and the job you are applying
for clear.
Do not be to0 ..., about what you can do.




Who should register for this course?

The H&S Certificate is aimed at people who work as supervisors within the construction
industry (whether or not that is part of their job title), who are required to ensure that activities
under their control are undertaken safely.

Course duration
Option 1 — Conversion Course (for those who have a PHS Certificate — see below): 10 days,
either one day a week or two weeks full-time
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iii  Found in a number of countries and districts

iv  An enthusiastic response from certain people

v Spectators join in the dancing

vi How the street event came about

vii From the height of popularity to a fall from fashion

viii A surprise public entertainment
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General Training Reading and Writing Test

Questions 35-37
Complete the summary below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the text for each answer.



In England, probably invented by factory workers copying the noise made by the

1 - ST in mills

In Northumberland, was danced by 39 ...,
Very popular in the early 20th century

Lost popularity when clogs were thought to indicate 40 ..
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Corbeau, also made a first approach with tools on three
separate occasions. Pierre used a short piece of woodchip

to touch a light which was flashing, and Corbeau was seen
prodding a metal toad with a stick.

Significantly, the crows tended to use the sticks only to make
their first contact with the object. Subsequently, they either
ignored the object or dropped the tool and pecked at the
object — which is very different from using the tool to get
access to food.

[pause]

So what conclusions can be drawn from the research?
Evidence is building up from experiments such as these that
the birds are able to plan their actions in advance, which is
very interesting for understanding their cognition. They don’t
seem to be responding in a pre-programmed sort of way: it
may even be possible that they’re able to view a problem and
work out what the answer is. However, a major difficulty

is assessing whether this tool-using behaviour is a sign of
intelligence. To some extent, this is related to the ecological
circumstances in which the animal is found.

So scientists want to find out much more about how the crows
behave in their native habitat, and a team from Exeter and
Oxford universities is carrying out research in New Caledonia.
They're looking into whether the birds’ way of searching for
food gives them any possible evolutionary advantage. The birds
are hard to observe, as they live in a region of mountainous
forest, so the researchers have attached tiny cameras to the tails
of some birds, as one method of investigating their behaviour.
The birds are masters at using sticks to find their food, in
particular beetle larvae from the trees. It’s possible that the
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The Inquisitive Mind, Issue 14. Inquisitive Mind/ In-Mind
Foundation. Reprinted with permission;

Extract on p. 213 adapted from ‘Scott, Amundsen... and
Nobu Shirase’ by Stephanie Pain, New Scientist 29 December
2011, 201_Reed Business Information-UK. All rights reserved.
Distributed by Tribune Media Services. Reprinted with
permission;

Extract on p. 216 adapted from ‘Down on the robofarm: The
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Extract on p. 232 adapted from ‘How the mighty are fallen’ by
William Laurence, New Scientist, 28 January 2012 pp. 3941,
201_Reed Business Information-UK. All rights reserved.
Distributed by Tribune Media Services. Reprinted with
permission;

Extract on p. 235 adapted from ‘Mass Strandings’ by Cat
O’Donovan. This extract is from an article that was first
published by COSMOS, a literary science magazine based in
Australia but distributed globally;

Extract on p. 239 adapted from ‘Science on the Edge of Space’
by Molly Bentley, New Scientist, July 2012 pp. 39-44, 201_
Reed Business Information-UK. All rights reserved. Distributed
by Tribune Media Services. Reprinted with permission;

Extract on p. 253 from Why are Finland’s Schools so
Successful by LynNell Hancock, Professor of Journalism,
Columbia University. Reprinted with permission;
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http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171766_284260.pdf, page 18.
Data from the Office for National Statistics licensed under the
Open Government Licence v.1.0.
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