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Reading is such an important skill to develop. I continue to be 
amazed that many learners who have strong reading skills also 
have strong listening, speaking, and writing skills. I am confident 
that as you understand the ACTIVE pedagogical framework, you 
will get ideas of ways that you can strengthen your students' 
reading abilities. A textbook like ACTIVE Skills for Reading cannot 
possibly meet all of the needs of all learner groups around the 
world. But, as a teacher who understands how to use this text, 
you will be the greatest resource using the text and helping your 
students reach higher levels of reading performance. 
As I have worked with teachers in various parts of the world, 
I have responded to several questions that have come up 
multiple times. Let me respond to some of those questions here. 
If you have additional questions, please contact your National 
Geographic Leaming text representative and they can respond. If 
they do not have the answers to your questions, they will know 
how to reach me so that I can respond. 
Best wishes as you use ACTIVE Skills for Reading, 3rd edition! 

Neil). Anderson 

"It's sometimes difficult to get my students 
motivated to read in English. How can this 
book help?" 

etc . - the  kinds of reading materials they'll 
face in real life. I find that these text types, 
in combination with the topics, really help to 
motivate readers. In this edition, I have also 
included several motivational tips to help 
students stay motivated as they work to 
improve their reading fluency. 
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I understand exactly how you feel. I face that 
same challenge in my classes. Motivation can 
come from outside the reader (external 
motivation) as well as inside the reader 
(internal motivation). I work hard to make 
sure that I am providing the appropriate 
external motivations so that my students will 
want to be in class and improve their reading. 
ACTIVE Skills for Reading uses high-interest 
texts relevant to students' lives and interests. 
For example, there are readings on studying 
abroad, money and budgets, use of the 
Internet, and cross-cultural topics. In the 
third edition, We have included a wider variety 
of text types. Students will get practice 
reading magazine articles, interviews, recipes, 
diary extracts, online articles and forums, 

"My students want to read in English but 
they think it's too difficult. How can this 
book help?" 

Sometimes students get discouraged 
because they are reading a book that is too 
difficult. There are five books in this series. 
The passages in each of these books are 
carefully graded to the appropriate level. The 
passages here are designed so that they are 
not too long and incorporate suitable 
vocabulary and grammar. I encourage 
teachers to select the appropriate level of 

















Getting Ready 

Answer Key 
A: Clockwise: e. a cell phone; b. a video game; 

d. a website; c. an e-reader; a. a computer 
B: Answers will vary based on each students' 

individual use of technology. 

CHAPTER 1: Meeting Friends Online 
r 

Chapter Summary 
Target Vocabulary: area, buy, discussion, favorite, (ieave a) message, make friends, photo, (send a) text 

message 
Reading Skill: Scanning 
Reading Passage Summary: On Face2Face, a social media network, students can create a personal 

homepage, meet new friends, start a blog, discuss interesting topics, play games, and do many other 
things online. 

Vocabulary Skill: Singular and Plural Nouns 

Answer Key 

Before You Read 
A: Answers will vary based on personal experience. 
Reading Skill 
A: Students' predictions will vary. Actual answers: 

1. true; 2. true; 3. false; 4. false 
Reading Comprehension 
A: 1. c (line 2); 2. a (lines 4 and 13); 3. a (lines 10-11 ); 

4. c (line 17) 
B: 1. Music; 2. My Page; 3. Members/Biogs/Groups; 

4. Groups/Biogs 
Critical Thinking
1. Answers will vary based on personal opinions; 
2. Students may mention Facebook or Ozone. 
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Vocabulary Comprehension 
A: 1. picture; 2. like; 3. on the Internet; 4. talk; 5. send; 

6. leave a message; 7. city; 8. money 
B: Answers will vary. For question 1, possible answers 

include: online pen pals, meeting people who share 
similar interests at school, or meeting new people 
who are friends of friends. For question 4, note that 
many different places can be beautiful. They might 
have natural scenery, or interesting architecture. 
Areas might be considered not beautiful because 
they are too urban, too dirty, or too polluted. 

Vocabulary Skill 
A: 1. singular; 2. plural; 3. singular; 4. singular; 

5. plural; 6. singular; 7. plural; 8. plural; 9. singular; 
10. plural 

B: 1. actor, movies; 2. messages; 3. games; 
 blog/homepage; 5. member i .4



Teaching Notes 
• In Before You Read, encourage students to talk 

about how they communicate with their friends 
(face-to-face, online, talking on the phone, or 
texting each other). Ask for examples of how they 
meet new people and spend their time with their 
friends. 

• The Reading Skill of Scanning requires students 
to read quickly for specific information. However, 
students should be encouraged to go beyond 
simply matching up words in the question with 
words in the text; they need to look more closely for 
context. For example, for question 4, the passage 
says you can put videos on your Face2Face
homepage or watch music videos, but the text does 
not say that you can make your own videos. 

• Give some more examples of when scanning is 
useful. For example, if you are looking for specific 
information online, you would look quickly for 
certain words or names as you decide whether a
particular website is suitable for your purposes. 

• In Reading Comprehension A, point out the
negative phrasing of question 2. The passage 
contains information about option b on line 11 and 
option c on line 4; so, by a process of elimination, 

Extension Activities 

the correct answer is option a. For question 3, 
students will need to infer the answer because a 
blog is not clearly defined in the passage. However, 
the phrase write your thoughts in a daily diary is 
used in the same bullet point immediately after the 
word blog. 

• The word blog is the short form of Web log, and 
refers to websites where people keep an online 
journal or diary that is typically updated quite often. 
Students should be aware that since biogs contain 
personal opinions, they are not generally reliable 
sources of factual information. 

• Note that Vocabulary Comprehension contains 
a number of co/locations (words that are usually 
found together) such as send a message (to), leave
a message (for), and text message.

• For B, question 2, ask how often students check
their email or cell phones for messages. For 
question 3, ask how often they shop online, and 
how they pay for it. 

• In Vocabulary Skill, note that some (but not all) 
nouns that end in "y" change to "i" before adding 
"es" in the plural. Examples include hobby to 
hobbies and story to stories.

Reading Skill Extension: Treasure Hunt 
Have students scan classified pages from a newspaper for particular information. 
Before the class: Select classified advertisements from a newspaper. Use items that are interesting 
to students such as sports equipment, electronics, cars, motorbikes, classes, or pets. Cut out enough 
advertisements to fit on one sheet of paper. Make one photocopy for each student. Based on the 
advertisements, create 15 questions, making sure to vary the information that students must find. Use 
the additional information in the ads as distractors from the correct answers. For example, if students 
have to search for a used digital camera, have more than one camera ad, with different models. 
In Class: Hand out the advertisements with the questions and see who can find the answers the 
quickest. When students finish, have them form groups and discuss how they chose their answers. 

 Listening/Speaking Skill Extension: Answering Machines 
 '°'9 Students practice giving a message and responding to other students' messages. 

1. Have each student prepare a message that might be left on an answering machine. See Vocabulary
Comprehension A, item 6, for an example. Divide students into two groups: answering machines
and callers. Ask each caller student to pair up with an answering machine student. The answering
machine students give a recorded message and callers must respond by leaving a brief message. 
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Chapter SUIJlnlclfY 
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Target Vocabulary: connected, crazy, feel I e, m::i,r.h1nP.. 
Reading Skill: Predicting from tlie Title 
Reading Passagf! Summary:Active gar,es: like the one jn the t xt, ar  video games tliat can be played by 

one person, ·or 'more, and require physical activity, which makes the game feel. more reaL 
Vocabulary Skill: Adding ':.:er or':j to forrii nei'  nouns 

Answer Key 

Before You Read 
A: 1. playing a computer game; 2. Answers will vary; 

3. doing things that require energy and moving 
physically 

Reading Skill 
A: 1. Answers will vary. Possible answers include: 

games or video games or computer games. 
Reading Comprehension 
A: 1. c (line 10); 2. b (lines 29-31); 3. b (lines 33-34); 

4. a (line 12) 
B: a. 5 (line 28); b. 1 Oines 1-2); c. 3 (lines 21-22); 

d. 6 (lines 39-40); e. 2 (lines 4-7); t. 4 (lines 24-28)
Critical Thinking 
Answers will vary based on personal opinions. 
Vocabulary Comprehension 
A: 1. d; 2. e; 3. b; 4. f; 5. g; 6. h; 7. c; 8. a 

Teaching Notes 
• In Before You Read, ask the class about video 

games that they play. How often do they play? 
For how long at a time? For question 3 about, ask 
for additional examples of being active (walking, 
swimming, running, playing sports, etc.). 

• In Reading Skill, explain that titles usually give the 
main idea for the entire reading;not just a single 
paragraph or other section. Identifying the main idea 
is often tested through thinking about the best title. 

• In Vocabulary Comprehension B, question 4, 
explain that look like refers to physical appearance 
but the word like on its own can also refer to 
personality. For example: Jim looks like his mother
(they both have brown eyes and curly brown hair), 
but he gets angry quickly like his father. 

4 UNIT 1 Chapter 2 

B: Answers will vary. 1. Possible answers include: 
computer, cell phone, television, DVD player, 
microwave, car, train, GPS (or sat nav), elevator, etc. 

Vocabulary Skill 
A: 1. dancer; 2. surfer; 3. writer; 4. designer; 5. painter; 

6. player; 7. reader; 8. speaker; 9. listener; 10. singer 
B: 1. designer; 2. surfer; 3. listener; 4. painters; 5. writer 
C: Answers will vary. See Teaching Notes below for 

homework suggestions. 
Real Life Skill 
A: 1. Students' blog profiles will vary. 
B and C: Students' blog posts and emails will vary. 
What Do You Think? 
Answers will vary. See Teaching Notes for some 
suggestions. 

• In Vocabulary Skill, note that many new nouns 
can be made by adding -er or -r to verbs, but some 
do not work that way. For example, actor has -or
added to the verb act, and blogger has the "g" 
doubled before adding -er. Ask students to think 
of other irregularly spelled words for jobs or people 
who do things. Assign this as homework and allow 
several days for them to find examples. 

• In Real Life Skill, point out that the Carlos' blog 
name contains an idiom. We say What's up? as 
an informal way of asking How are you? or What's
new in your life? Also, Carfito means little Carlos. 
Perhaps there is someone older in the family who 
has the same name. Have students work in pairs to 
identify the different parts of the blog profile. They 



should ask about things they don't understand. For 
example, a last name is a family name, or surname, 
which in some cultures comes before the first name. 

• For B, students can also find biogs at other useful 
websites like www.blogspot.com. They can also 
search for biogs at www.google.com/blogsearch,
where they can find biogs on particular topics. 
For C, step 3: note that to publish or post means 
you are making information public on a website. 

• Reading or writing biogs is a popular way for 
English language learners to practice their English 
through authentic reading and writing. One option 
for securely using biogs for a class activity is to
use blog sites such as www.livejournal.com where 
you can control who may participate and read the
students' biogs. 

Extension Activities 

• In What Do You Think?, ask how often students 
use their computers. How often do they use their 
computers compared to finding information from 
other sources, such as books? Do they also 
prefer to use a computer for entertainment or 
communication? 

• Please note: There are many social networking 
websites, and they can be useful for keeping in 
touch with and meeting new people. However some 
people are not truthful about themselves and use 
false personal information to take advantage of 
others. For that reason, students should be careful 
about giving detailed contact information such as 
addresses and home telephone numbers. 

Q Integrated Skill Extension: Predicting from Titles <;:::1 Have students look at the titles of songs, video games, and movies to predict the content. 
1. Have students to brainstorm titles of popular songs, 1V shows, games, and movies. Divide the class 

into three groups: one for each category. Have each group make a list of titles. 
2. Have the groups take turns reading and saying their list of titles. Ask the rest of the class to think 

about how each title relates to the content. Call on students to give their predictions. 
3. In some cases, the title might not give a direct clue about the content. In those cases, ask for 

suggestions of titles that might work better. 
Speaking/Listening Skill Extension: Name the Game 

1%"""'  Have students form small groups and work together to describe their favorite games for others to 
identify. This activity will work best with students interested in boardgames and computer games. 
1. Have each student think of a game they know. It could be a popular video or online game or a

childhood game their classmates will know. They should not say the name of this game out loud. 
2. Ask students to work in groups of four. Have them take turns describing the details of their game, 

being careful not to mention the name or names of important characters or places in the game. 
Each student should talk until someone in the group correctly guesses the name of the game. 

. Students follow two biogs for a week and make notes about them in their journals. I Reading/Writing Skill Extension: Following a Blog 

1. Students should choose biogs that seem to update regularly. Alternatively, students should make 
sure to read one post a day. Have students use www.google.com/blogsearch to find two biogs on a
topic that interests them, such as celebrity figures, sports, fashion, etc. Ask them to read both biogs 
for a week. 

2. Over the week, they should make notes about the biogs in their journals every day. They can choose 
whether to react to the content of the biogs or the way in which they are set up. The goal is to have 
an idea of how a blog actually works before starting one themselves. 

3. At the end of the week, have a class discussion on the positive and negative points about different 
biogs. Encourage students to consider starting their own biogs in English. 
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Teaching Notes 
• Getting Ready mentions various places for 

learning, which may have different names in your 
country. Activate background knowledge by 
asking students about each place, and asking for 
local examples. Have students match the photos 
on the page with the different kinds of learning 
environments mentioned. Note that, in the United 
States, the term university usually refers to a bigger 
educational institution made up of more than one 
college. 

• The Reading Skill of Recognizing Purpose may be 
new to some students. Explain that most reading 
material is written with a particular purpose in 
mind, and for a specific audience. Have students 
brainstorm possible purposes (to sell or advertise 
something, to argue/persuade, to describe a person 
or a place, to tell a story, to give the news, etc.). Ask 
where such readings can be found (restaurant flyers, 
newspapers. on the Internet, travel brochures, etc.). 

• For Reading Comprehension, ask students about 
different kinds of jobs and the training they require, 
which might involve on-the-job training, professional 
training, graduate school, college, university, or 
vocational school. A vocational school is an institute 

Extension Activities 

or trade school where specific job skills are taught, 
such as computer repair, hairdressing, or office 
skills. Students typically enter vocational programs 
directly from high school. The two programs in the 
reading passage are both vocational schools. 

• In Vocabulary Comprehension. note the phrases 
at some point and just about to. A t  some point 
refers to an indefinite point in the future, while just 
about to suggests something that will happen in the 
immediate future. For example, I'm just about to
leave for a weekend in the mountains; I'm leaving in 
five minutes. At some point in my life, I'd really like 
to travel around the world. 

• The opposite of import is export, meaning to send 
or sell goods or resources out of the country where 
they are produced or found. For example, some 
countries in the Middle East export oil and gas to 
other countries who have to import these sources of 
energy because they don't have any of their own. 

• In Vocabulary Skill, emphasize that an apostrophe 
often indicates a missing letter. Students often 
confuse its and it's, so train them to recognize 
that it's contains the verb is while, without the
apostrophe, its is a possessive pronoun. 

Q Integrated Skill Extension: Hidden Talents
  Students describe their hidden talents and how they might use them. 

1. Explain that many people have talents or skills that are different from what they actually study or do 
in their career. Ask the class to imagine studying or working at absolutely anything they wanted, a
dream job. Which talents would they choose to develop? How and where could they do this? 

2. Allow a few minutes for each student to think about their talents and write a list of possibilities. 
3. Then ask for volunteers to talk about their dream job. Remember that some students will be shy and 

not be willing to talk about their hidden talents. Other students will be quite eager to share. 
4. Give examples such as television anchor person, sports car test driver, pop star, or fashion designer. 
Listening/Speaking Skill Extension: International Trade Brainstorm 
Students brainstorm a list of things their country imports and exports. 
1. Ask student to think of products they use which come from other countries. Which countries do 

these items come from? Can they locate these countries on a world map? How are the items 
transported from one country to another? 

2. Does their own country export things to other countries? Ask for examples of exports. 
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the class how this is done. Or give the students a set 
limited time to skim the passage. 

• Critical Thinking, question 2, asks about online 
courses. Most colleges and universities now offer 
many courses online. Ask students if they have 
taken an online course. If so, how did they like it? 

• For the Vocabulary Skill of forming adverbs with -ly, 
point out for adjectives ending in "y," the "y" 
changes to "i" before adding the -ly ending (happy 
becomes happily). Also note that adjectives ending 
in "I" have a double "I" in their adverb form (careful 
becomes carefully). A few adjectives have the same 
form as adverbs (hard, fast, late, early) and the
adjective good has the irregular adverb form of we//. 

• For Vocabulary Skill C, ask students to draw a line 
between the adjective or adverb and the word it 
modifies. That will help them to see that adjectives 
modify nouns and adverbs modify verbs. 

• In Real Life Skill, point out that when someone 
is still doing something (studying at a university, 
working at a job), this is indicated by the phrase: 
2009 to present. At the end of an academic
program, a person usually receives a diploma, 

Extension Activities 

certificate, or degree to show that they have 
satisfactorily completed all the requirements. If your 
students go to university, ask them what they are 
studying. Which subjects are their majors? 

• The Application Form has some items that may 
need further explanation. International telephone 
numbers require a country code if dialed outside 
that country, followed by an area code. 

• Ways of writing dates can vary, so students should 
always look at the order of day, month, and year 

· required on the form. Sometimes these are written 
as DD/MM/YYYY (day/month/year).The date of 
November 13, 2011, would become 13/11/2011.

• IELTS, TOEIC, and TOEFL® are internationally 
recognized English proficiency examinations 
for academic study. Some earlier versions had 
a different scoring systems from the current 
computer-based exams, so be sure to note which 
version of the test was taken. In the past, many 
universities required a TOEFL score of 550 before 
you could be accepted; this would be equivalent to 
an advanced English level. 

Q Integrated Skill Extension: Find out about Leisure Leaming
  Students explore learning opportunities in their communities. 

1. The purpose of this activity is to find out what types of leisure courses, or workshops for learning 
more about areas of interest or hobbies, are available in the students' community. Start by eliciting 
likely places to look for available courses. These may include colleges or universities that offer 
non-credit evening or weekend programs. Campus newspapers, and notice boards often also list 
courses and workshops. Community newsletters or newspapers-print and online-may advertise 
leisure-learning classes, too. Other sources include notice-boards in local shops, community 
centers, or sports facilities such as gyms or fitness centers. 

2. Ask each student to collect information about five different courses or workshops. The information 
should include the name of the program, where and when it is given, how many sessions or classes 
are included, the price, and the purpose of the program (learn how to make scrapbooks, take digital 
photographs, or improve your golf game). 

3. Have each student briefly present the information he or she has collected. Write the type of 
course or workshop on the board. Then have the class decide on categories such as arts, sports, 
technology, etc., and assign a category to each course or workshop. 

4. Divide the class into as many groups as there are categories. Have each group make a poster about 
the available courses in that category. 

5. Display the posters around the classroom and have each student select a workshop or course they 
would like to take if they were able to. Have students write a brief paragraph explaining why they 
prefer that course. 
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Getting Ready 

Answer Key 
1. Clockwise from top left: secretary/receptionist, 

mechanic, flight attendant, sales clerk, journalist. 
2. Answers will vary. Possible answers include: 

CHAPTER 1: One Man, 52 Jobs 

Chapter Summary 

nurse, plumber, accountant, bus driver, actor, 
painter, decorator, social worker, electrician, etc. 
3. AASWers will vary   on personal experience. 

Target Vocabulary: after all, encourage, enjoy, experience, (set a) goal, promise, occupation, right away 
Reading Skill: Scanning 
Reading Passage Summary: This article describes how Sean Aiken, a college graduate, tried a different job 

every week for a full year in order to find out what kind of work he enjoyed best. 
Vocabulary Skill: Synonyms for work 

Answer Key 

Before You Read 
A: 1. Answers will vary. Students should discuss the 

advantages and disadvantages of starting a job 
right after graduating. 2. The words are all related to 
careers. 3. The man in the photo is a firefighter. 

Reading Skill 
A:a 
B: 1. After graduating from college, Sean wasn't sure 

what kind of work he wanted to do. (line 3); 
2. His goal was to find a job he was passionate 
about.  ines 6--7); 3. He did each job for one week. 
(3rd paragraph); 4. His favorite job was teaching. 
(lines 1 0-11 ); 5. Today, Sean Aiken speaks to 
college and university students and tells them his 
story. (lines 13-15)

Reading Comprehension 
A: 1. b (lines 2-3); 2. a (lines 4-5); 

3. c (entire passage); 4. b (line 12) 
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B: 1. T (line 4); 2. F (lines 5-6); 
3. T (lines 10-11); 4. T (line 14) 

Critical Thinking 
Answers will vary. Encourage students to support their 
opinions with examples. 
Vocabulary Comprehension 
A: 1. hobby; 2. disagreed; 3. right away; 4. lied; 5. take 

a chance; 6. from the start; 7. enjoyed; 8. stay home 
B: 1. right away; 2. experience; 3. set a goal; 

4. enjoyed 
Vocabulary Skill 
A: Students should underline these words: line of 

work; career; livelihood; job; trade; assignments; 
professions 

B: 1. assignment; 2. career (also acceptable: 
profession), trade; 3. professions (also acceptable: 
careers, line of work, jobs); 4. line of work {also 
acceptable: jobs) 
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